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composed of Iroquois and some loups. It issituated
on the northern bank of the Ohio, and is bounded
on the north by a group of mountains which form
a very narrow half-basin, at the bottom of which is
the village; its latitude is 42° 5'.

On the 1st of August, we broke camp; and that
evening we slept at a little loup village of g or 10
cabins. We marched all day between two chains of
mountains, which bordered the river on the right
and left. The Ohio is very low during the first
twenty leagues; but a great storm, which we had
experienced on the eve of our departure, had swollen
the waters, and we pursued our journey without any
hindrance.

Monsieur Chabert on that day caught seven
rattlesnakes, which were the first that I had seen.
This snake differs in no way from others, except
that its tail is terminated by seven or eight little
scales, fitting one into another, which make a sort
of clicking sound when the creature moves or shakes
itself. Some have yellowish spots scattered over a
brown ground, and others are entirely brown, or
almost black.

There are, I am told, very large ones. None of
those which I have seen exceed 4 feet. The bite is
fatal. It is said that washing the wound which has
been received, with saliva mixed with a little sea-
salt, is a sovereign remedy. We have not had,
thank God, any occasion to put this antidote to the
test. I have been told a thousand marvelous things
about this reptile; among others, that the Squirrel,
upon perceiving a rattlesnake, immediately becomes
greatly agitated; and, at the end of a certain period
of time,—drawn, as it were, by an invincible



